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In Preparation for Conferences 
Your child spent some time last week reflecting on 
what they’ve learned and how they’ve grown in the last 
few months. Reflecting on ones’ learning, setting goals 
and aspirations, and being involved in reflective self-
evaluation is a crucial part of education.

Matter, the Final Lesson 
Learning about the difference between mixtures and 
solutions last week in Science Lab was the final lesson 
in the trimester-long unit on matter. This week, we 
launch into geology and will remain in this unit until 
February. To solidify their learning about mixtures and 
solutions, have your child identify mixtures around the 
house that can be separated back out into groups (trail 
mix, Chex mix, colored Legos, etc.) versus solutions 
where one substance dissolves into another (such as 
juice, Kool Aid, chocolate milk, etc.)

Critical Literacy 
We had quite the touching discussion about what we 
know to be true about Grandparents. Students raised 
their hands eagerly, sharing comments such as “They’re 
kind and loving,” “They sometimes get us toys!”, “Sometimes 
they’re old,” or “They can be mean…” Overwhelmingly, the 
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Dates At-a-Glance 

11/9-11/16 Parent-Teacher 
Conference Week 

11/16 Award’s Assembly 
and CrAzY hAiR dAy 

11/30 Field Trip (USS 
Midway Museum) 

12/21 Winter Performance 
1:30pm in the Auditorium 
Class Party to follow Rm 12 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 10 

Math Game: Clock Bingo 

(there are two sides!) 

Spelling Words Week 10 

Inspiration 

“Life can only be 
understood backwards; 
but it must be lived 
forwards.” 
~Søren Kierkegaard 
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group felt that grandparents are loving and doting, 
which was confirmed by reading Thundercake by 
Patricia Polacco. As we talked, we wrote down all the 
comments and our list of will serve as an anchor for 
evaluating what we know to be true. As we continue 
with this unit, we will read other stories about 
grandmothers that will both confirm our ideas and 
push our thinking to add more to our list. We’ll 
discover that some grandparents are quite eccentric, 
some are a bit gruff, grumpy and prickly for good  
reason, and some are everyday heroes. 

Gratitude 
We’ll spend some time this week thinking, talking, and 
writing about what we’re grateful for. “An attitude of 
gratitude” is a valuable mindset to cultivate and there’s 
no better time than coming into the holidays.

Thank you for the great conferences so far! I’m 
thankful for all of you; the way you support your 
children’s learning and have them ready for school each 
day. I’m very grateful to work in such a caring and 
amazing community. 

Have a wonderful, happy, family-centered Thanksgiving 
Break! ~ Ms. Boyesen
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Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• Thunder Cake by Patricia 
Polacco 

• Hairy, Scary, Ordinary by 
Brian Cleary 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• Izzy 11/18 

• Ms. Boyesen 12/14 

• Copeland 12/23 

• Tristin 12/31 

Field Trip Permission 

Please send in your child’s 
permission and $7.00 if you 
haven’t already. Thank you!
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